
The Tech Doctor’s USB Visual Reference Chart 

Common USB Ports Specialty USB Ports 
 

Name Picture Usage  Name Picture Usage 

USB A Plug 

 

The most standard of all 
USB Plugs 

 USB A  
Reversible 
Plug 
(non-standard) 

 

A non-standard reversible 
version of the USB A plug 
with right-angled cable. 
The middle is pliable and 
able to move to plug into a 
USB A socket either way. 
Any USB device 

USB A Socket  
(Extension) 

 

The Socket for USB A. 
Used in Extension leads 

 USB A Super 
Speed Plug.  

 

The USB 3 Standard 
included SuperSpeed Plugs 
to allow 5Gbit/sec Transfers. 
External Hard Drives 

USB B Plug 

 

Device end of standard 
USB Cable 
Printers, 
External Hard Drives 
(3.5”) 
 

 USB B Super 
Speed Plug.  

 

The USB 3 Standard 
included SuperSpeed Plugs 
to allow 5Gbit/sec Transfers. 
External Hard Drives 

Mini USB plug 

 

USB B Socket used 
when devices were too 
small for a standard 
socket B 
Small Devices 
Small External HDD 

 Apple Lightning 
Plug 

 

Proprietary Apple 8 pin 
Lightning connector for 
iPhone 5+ & iPad 3+ 

Micro USB 
plug 

 

USB B Socket used 
when devices were too 
small for a Mini socket B 
Phones 
Drones 
Battery Packs 
 

 Apple Lightning 
Plug with 90 degree 
Cable and power 
LED 

 

Proprietary Apple 8 pin 
Lightning connector for 
iPhone 5+ & iPad 3+ 

USB C plug 

 

New USB Plug to replace 
all USB plugs 

  

 

USB A Socket (Original) USB A Socket (Blue) USB A Socket (Yellow) USB C Socket  

    

Original USB Socket Super Speed (SS) USB 3.0+ USB Sleep and Charge Socket Standard USB C Socket 
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